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ADVERTISEMENT. 



'This summary view of . a practicable and 
economical System of Education, to be em- 
ployed chiefly as a means of conveying to the 
children of the inferior classes of society an 
early and just sense of religion and moral rec- 
titude, is given to the public, for the purpose 
of demonstrating the great importance of well- 
conducted designs of this nature, as they relate 
to the national prosperity, and the unquestion- 
able interest of the community at large. 

The subject will be found interesting in 
the point of view in which it has been 
placed, inasmuch as it explains all that is ne- 
c^^ary for giving effect to this new System of 
Etfacation wherever it may be adopted. . 
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If the impressions, which may be conveyed 
through this medium, shall produce a dispo- 
sition on the part of the Legislature to ac- 
complish the great object of a National Education 
for the Children of the Poor; or if they shall ge- 
nerally stimulate opulent and respectable indivi- 
duals, wherever they may have local infhience, 
to promote the same benevolent design — the Au- 
thor will consider himself as amply repaid in 
the incalculable benefits which will thereby re- 
sult to his country. 



London^ 9^\st August^ 1806. 
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INTRODUCTION, 

Containing Details respecting the Free School 'in 
Westminster^ and the Advantages which would 
result from a General Adoption of the Sy stein 
throughout the Kingdom. 

XhE promoters of this institution have seen, 

with the deepest regret, that in what is called 
the City of Westminster, comprising only two 
parishes, there are not less at anytime than two 
thousand children, in the course of advancing 
to an adult state, who are rearing up in the 
grossest ignorance*— who have no means of 

* It appears by the Parliamentary returns of the popu- 
lation obtained in 180S> that in the City of Westminster^ so 
called^ comprizing the parishes of St. Margaret and St. 
John the Evangelist, there are 7502 families, composed of 
10,744 males, and 15,139 females, total 25,883. There ap- 
]pears to be nearly three females to two males, but this arises 
in part from the soldiers being enumerated separately. It has 
been calculated, that this population includes about 6000 
children, at an age to receive education ; of these 4000 are 
supposed to be sent to different schools, and that the re- 
maining 2000 without assistance must be reared up in the 
grossest ignorance either of religious or moral instruction. 
This observation applies to every poor neighbourhood in 
the metropolis — and the number of children so circum- 
stanced may be about 50,000. 
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receiving religious or moral instruction in their 
early years — who have in general the worst pos- 
sible examples daily before them, and who, 
as they advance to maturity^ become victims^ 
to those vicesy which not only entail misery 
and ruin upon themselves^ but render them 
bad and noxious members of society, instead 
of becoming good servants, and labourers, 
m ttseful handicrafts ; and there is no doubt 
of the youth of both sexes^ in etery district 
of the metropolis where the inferior orders 
of society are congregated, being nearly in 
the isame deplorable situation. 

« 

The Cky of Westminster, however, iii some 
respects, differs from the other districts, 
inasmuch as the children of soldiers are very 
numerous, and the Asylum at Chelsea, not^ 
withstanding its extended scale, has be^n 
found insufficient to compass more than a 
part of the whole ; and but for this institu- 
tion a considerable number must be reared 
to maturity in vice and ignorance*. 

^ It appears from a calculation maxf^ early in IBOQ, that 
in the three Regiments of Guardg, the^ were ^256 Wives, 
and about 3300 children, one third of whibh, or abont 
1 too are supposed at all times fit for school. In the whole 
army it is calculated, that there are about 54,000 childi^en 

4 
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Numberless instances oceuf in this nation, 
and particularly in the metropolis, where 
benevolent individuals are employed in ad* 
ministering relief to distress under every 
shape which it assumei^. But the higher 
and noble aim of preventing those calamities 
which lead to idleness and crimes, and pro-^ 
duce poverty and misery, by guiding and 
properly directing the early conduct of the 
lower orders of the community, and by 
giving a right bias to their minds, has not, 
as yet, generally attracted the notice of those 
who move in the more elevated walks of 
life; nor has its importance been sufficiently 
estimated, as it regards society at large, 
considering the changes in manners and ha- 
bits which are rapidly taking place, although, 
perhaps, not obvious to the mass of the com- 
munity, whose attention is seldom directed to 
the retrograde progress of the moral habits of 
the poor ; but the fact is no less true, that therei 
never existed a period in our history, where an 
attention to the rising generation among the 

ia time of war, and of these upwards of 16,000 requireedu* 
cation. The Military Asylum at Chelsea, can therefore 
only compass a very small part of the whole, and even the 
children of the soldiers of the Guards cannot all get admis- 
sion*— At present there are 13 1 soldiers' childrea in West* 
minster School, taught free of expense. 
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lower classes of society, became an object of 
greater importance to the nation, at large. 
The prosperity of every state depends on the 
good habits, and the religious and moral in- 
struction of the labouring people. By shielding 
the minds of youth against the vices that are 
most likely to beset them, much is gained to 
society in the prevention of crimes, and in 
lessening the demand for punishments. The 
laws have done much to punish offences : 
It remains yet to do mqch for prevention. 
This desideratum, of such incalculable im- 
portance to the great interests of society, is 
best attained by giving proper instruction to 
the inferior classes in early life. 

It is not, however, proposed by this institu- 
tion, that the children of the poor should' be 
educated in a manner to elevate their minds 

• * 

above the rink they are destined to fill iij so- 
ciety, or that an expense should be incurred 
beyond the lowest rate ever paid for instruc* 
tion. Utopian schemes for an extensive dif- 
fusion of knowledge, would be injurious and 
absurd. A right bias to their minds, and a 
sufficient education to enable them to pre- 
serve, and to estimate properly, the religious 
and moral instruction they receive, is all that 
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is, or ought ever to be, in contemplation. 
To ,go beyond this point would be to con- 
found .the ranks of society upon which the 
general happiness of the lower orders, no less 
than those that are more elevated, depends ; 
sihice by indiscriminate education those des- 
tined for laborious occupations would be- 
come discontented and unhappy in an infe- 
rior situation of life, which, however, when for- 
tified by virtue, and stimulated by industry, is 
not less happy than what is experienced by 
those who move in a higher sphere, of whose 
cares: they are ignorant, and with many of 
whose anxieties and distresses they are never 
assailed. 

In this point of view the education con- 
templated, and which has for some years 
been put in practice with respect to the 
children admitted into the Free School, in 
Orchard Street, Westminster, is of the high- 
est importance; and its general diffusioi^- 
throughout the whole kingdom would perhaps 
be the greatest boon which could be confer- 
red on the community at large. 

But in order to compass this object, even 
on a limited scale, and at an expense which 
is practicable, and within the reach of local 
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beaevolence, the old mode of educating the 
youth of the poor must be totally abandon* 
ed, and the whole design conducted upon 
one system. 



The nation is indebted to the genius, the 
ability^ and persevering industry^ of the Hev. 
Dr. Bell, late Superintendant and Director of 
the Male Asylum, at Madras, in the East 
Indies, and now Rector of Swanage, in Dar<«, 
setshire, for a most enUghtened plan of edu* 
cation for the poor, which he some time since 
disclosed to the public ; and for wjiich he de^ 
serves a statue to his memory. It is upon 
this plan chiefly that the Free School^ in 
Orchard Street, will be conducted. The 
school house has lately undergone seve- 
ral improvements, so as to afford accomrao^ 
dation to about 230 boys, and 170 girls; 
making in the whole 400 pupils^ to be 
taught under the superintendance of one 
master for the* boys, and one mistress for the 
girls, in schools under the same roof; but 
totally unconnected with each other. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE SYSTEM, AS IT 

— • 

RELATES TO THE TEACHERS. 

According to the system which has been 
adopted) the pupils who have discovered ta<» 
lents are selected by the master and mistress, 
as tiitors to thosie in the same class, who are 
yet to be taught what these tutors already 
know, and so on from the lowest to the high- 
est class in the school; the best informed and 
the most capable of the boys and girls are to be 
employed in teaching the others ; and in the 
progress qf this employment, by which they 
are raised in their own estimation to conse* 
quence in the school, they are at the same 
time instructing themselves in a manner ra« 
pid beyond conception. Emulation . is ex- 
cited betweeii one tutor and another; the 
minds of the whole are constantly employed 
in the task assigned to each ; and their zeal is 
increased hj the confidence reposed in them 
by the master and mistress. 

Jn addition to the tutora, each class should 
as soon as possible be furnished with a moniiar 
or usher, selected from the most capable of the 
boys qr girj^ vfho are farthest advanced in their 
Qd^c«ktiQQt9^n4. to whom should be assigned tha 
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task of guiding and dijecting the tutors, and 
to see that strict attention is given to the les- 
sons which are prescribed, and that the most 
rigid discipline and good order ate maintained. 
These superior teachers are also improving 
themselves while they are exercising their dif- 
ferent classes in the various branches of edu- 
cation in which they are progressively engaged* 

The province of the master and mistress is 
to direct the whole machine in all its parts — 
to prescribe the mode of instruction accord- 
ing to the progress that is made ; to arrange 
the classes in the manner best calculated to 
facilitate the great object in view, by a judi- 
cious selection of those whose advancement is 
nearly equal, and to see that the various of- 
fices assigned to the tutors and monitors are 
duly and accurately executed. It is their busi- 
ness to see that others work, rather than work 
themselves. The master and mistress, from 
their respective chairs, overlook every part of 
the school, and give life and motion to the 
whole. They inspect the classes one after 
another; call upon the monitors occasion- 
ally to bring them up, that they may speci- 
fically examine the progress of each pupil, 
and where deficiencies are discovered, or ad- 
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vaticement in education manifested, they re- 
duce the deficient to an under, and those more 
advanced to the upper class, so that in point 
of progress the whole may at all times not 
only be upon a par, but that emulation may 
thereby also be excited. It is the duty of the 
master and mistress to encourage the diffident^ 
the timid, and the backward; to check and 
repress the forward and presumptuous — to be- 
stow just and ample commendation upon the 
ditig€7}t, attentive, and orderly, however dull 
their capacity, or slow their progress; to sti- 
mulate the ambitious, rouse the indolent, and 

•' • 

to correct the slothfulness of the idle: — ^To 
deal out praise, encouragement, and threatening, 
according to the temper, disposition, and ge- 
nim of the pupil. 

One of the chief objects of the system is to 
prevent waste of time in the schools: — to 
render the condition of the pupils pleasant to 
themselves ; and to lead their attention to the 
objects in which they are engaged, namely, 
to instruct and ground them in that portion 
of education which is necessary to convey 
religious and moral principles. To impress 
their minds strongly with a horror of those 
vices to which their situations in life more 

B 
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particularly eKpose them:— a love of truths 
honesty^ and every moral virtue; and above 
all, a strong sense of religion^ carefully instill- 
ed according to the rules prescribed by the 
national church. In fine, so to fortify their 
minds as, if possible, to render them proof 
against those vices and temptations to which 
their situations, particularly in large cities, ex- 
pose them, and thereby to render them good 
and useful members of the community in the 
inferior situations of life which they are des- 
tined to fill. 

In the general progress of education, it is 
also the duty of the master and mistress to 
stimulate the pupils by rewards rather than pu- 
nishments; for which purpose appropriate toys 
for the youngest, and prize books, and other use- 
ful articles for those that are farther advanced, 
with medals and other badges of honour for 
those who particularly distinguish themselves, 
should be provided by the managers, and 
distributed by the president or chairman of 
the committee, who may -periodically view 
and examine the boys' school, or by the la- 
dies who shall benevolently undertake to* visit 
and superintend the school for the girls; and 
it will be the duty of the master and mistress to 
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provide a prize ticket^ to be numbered No, 1 . and 
upwards, to be delivered to each boy and girl 
for every meritorious act th^ey perform, whe- 
ther it relates to general good behaviour j atten- 
tion^ assiduity ^ progress in education^ ox punctual 
attendance at school. Such particular acts of 
merit to be written or printed on each tick- 
et, and delivered to the pupils, that they may 
receive a reward according to the number 
of tickets they produce, denoting the degree 
of merit they are thus found to possess; and 
such rewards to be distributed quarterly, or 
oftener, if it shall be so determined by the 
committee of managers. 

- It will be of the greatest importance that 
the master and mistress bestow particular at- 
tention to the training of the tutors and moni- 
tors; but particularly the latter, as every 
thing depends on their fitness for the import- 
ant task assigned them; not only as it re- 
gards the discipline and general economy of 
the school, and the success of the design, 
but as it respects the ease and comfort of 
the master and mistress themselves, since 
without system and method, well arranged, 
and vigorously and attentively enforced, the 
general superintendance will become a source 
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of pain and anxiety, instead of great pleasure 
and comfort; and it ought to be recollected 
by every master and mistress, that the system 
or scheme of education now proposed, is 
neither visionary nor Utopian. — It has been 
tried, and proved to be effectual and practi- 
cable; and therefore in all cases where it does 
not completely succeed, the blame will attach 
to those who conduct the design, and not to 
the system itself. 

With a view therefore to derive those 
public benefits, which are expected from the 
exertions of the monitors, upon which so 
much depends, it is proposed, that in addi- 
tion to the prizes which they will receive 
in common with all the pupils and tutors 
employed in the school, they shall be entitled 
to certain small pecuniary gratuities or re-r 
wards, besides honorary badges of distinct 
tion, for assiduity and success in their differ-r 
ent duties — as good teachers, attentive moni- 
tors, progressive advancement in their own edu- 
cation, and punctual and regular attendance at 
the school; and for each of these acts of me- 
rit they will receive separate tickets from the 
master, from time to time, expressing his sense 
of their services, which shall be denominated 



21 



money ticket's. — According to which the chair- 
man of the visiting committee shall reward 
them quarterly. — And besides, will orna-. 
ment them with medals, or badges of honour, 
according to their respective merits. 

« 

For the purpose also of correcting idleness^ 

inattention^ and had behaviour^ or absence from 
school^ without a just cause assigned by the 
parents of the children, it is proposed, that 
two books shall be kept; one by the master, 
and another by the mistress, which in each 
school shall be called the black book^ in which 
shall be distinctly registered alphabetically, 
the misconduct and bad behaviour of each boy 
and girl in the two schools, specifying the na- 
ture of the offence — whether uttering Siprqfane 
aathy lyings cheating^ truant^ idleness, negli- 
gence, attending school without being comb- 
ed and washed, or any other fault requiring 
investigation and animadversion, which book 
must not only be submitted to the periodical 
visitors, but also laid before the managers at 
the quarterly examination of the school^, and 
the culprits particularly summoned with their 
parents to attend, that they may have an ad- 
monition from the president or chairman, 
and that those who are incorrigible, and likely 
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to corrupt the other pupils, may be expelled 
the school — but not (in the boys' school) until 
a jury of 24 of the scholars, taken from the 
three highest classes, (8 out of each) shall by 
their verdict determine that such culprit or 
culprits is or are unworthy of the great bene- 
fits derived from the school, and that their 
bad example and highly improper conduct 
must prove injurious if they are not expelled. 

This check upon delinquency is proposed 
with an immediate view to promote good 
order, diligence, and rigid discipline, at the 
least expense of punishment, of which it is a 
great object to be frugal and a good econo* 
mist. 

Every act of delinquency deserving a 
place in the black book is to be immediately 
marked on the slate by the tutor or monitor^ 
for the consideration of the master or mistress, 
whether it deserves a place there or not, and 
if the tutor shall neglect to mark such act of 
delinquency, and shall fail to give notice of 
it to the monitor, he or she, so neglecting, 
shall be marked in the blapk book, and so 
shall the monitor if he or she neglects to in- 
form the master or mistress of the delin- 
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quency disclosed by the tutors, or by any 
pupil in the school. 



Experience has already shown that a strict 
adherence, to this rule has had a most excel- 
lent eflfeet in producing attention and good 
order. — But for the purpose of rendering it 
effectually useful, it will be the duty of the 
master and mistress, once in every week, in 
presence of the whole school, solemnly to in- 
spect and scrutinize the faults of all culprits 
who are thus registered, when the nature and 
consequence of every omission and commission 
shall be explained in plain and familiar lan« 
guage, suited to the comprehension of all the 
pupils, with proper commentaries, and an 
appropriate admonition as it applies to each 
offence. 

Checks of this nature (where those assign- 
ed to conduct the affairs of the school, as 
well as the pupils themselves, are bound to 
report whatever they see done amiss, contrary 
to the rules established for its good government, 
and where they themselves are liable to be dis- 
graced if they neglect their duty) by secur- 
ing the detection of delinquency, tend in an 
eminent degree to prevent carelessness and^ 
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irregularity, and to establish good habits 
both in, and out of school. 



SYSTEM OF EDUCATION IN THE BOYS' 

SCHOOL. 



For the purpose of facilitating education, 
the reading and writing department of the 
school is divided into eight or more classes, 
and each pupil is furnished in the first in- 
stance with a slate and pencil ; but to save 
expiense, refuse slates are procured, generally 
gratis, where new buildings are erecting, and 
the boys are afterwards employed in grinding 
the surface smooth, so as to admit of letters 
and figures being marked or written upon 
them: each pupil therefore begins to mark, 
or write, at the moment he begins to learn 
his alphabet. This idea is taken from a 
practice observed by Dr. Bell, in a Malabar 
School, in the East Indies, with this difi^er- 
ence, that instead of marking the letters on 
sand, they are formed by a pencil on the 
slate. Great advantages arise from teaching 
the alphabet in this manner ; it engages and 
amuses the mind, and so commands the at- 
tention of the young pupil, that it greatly 
facilitates the toil both of the tutor and the 
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scholar, to whom it gives a distinct and ac- 
curate idea of the shape and form of each 
letter, while it enables the pupil, at the very 
outset, to distinguish the letters of a similar 
cast or form, such as b, d, p, and q. In 
fact, it removes every obstacle which at first 
puzzles the young beginner and interrupts his 
progress. And experience has evinced, that^ 
by the adoption of this mode of teaching, 
the progress is rapid beyond all example; 
since by following it up with accuracy, pupilsi 
have been taught both to read and write, dis* 
tinctly, in the course of twelve months. In 
fact, reading and writing, (the latter gene- 
rally upon the slate,) are rendered subservient 
to each other, in the whole progress of this 
humble, though useful system of moderate 
and cheap education. It is cheap^ because 
one master or mistress, of proper abiHties, 
while the pupils are thus made to instruct 
one another, may each superintend and per- 
fect the instruction of 500 children, which, 
according, to the old mode, required the 
labour qf at least a dozen of different teach^ 
ers, and as many salaries. It is cheap, also, 
because slates (unless during a short period 
before quitting school) are substituted for 
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paper and books, in teaching writing and 
arithmetic. The saving in quills, and parti- 
cularly in school books, is immense, inasmuch 
as not one hundredth part is necessary ac- 
cording to this new and improved method 
of educating the children of the poor; and 
upon the whole it may be fairly estimated, 
that on a scale of 500 pupils the greatest 
aggregate expense for each, including school-^ 
masters salary^ books^ prizes^ medaky pecuniary 
rewards^ rent of school house^ ^c. can scarce 
exceed ten shillings a year for each pupil. 
A sum so very small as to be within the 
reach of private benevolence in all instances 
where persons of opulence reside in the dis^ 
trict, and where the circumstances of the 
parents cannot compass this very inconsider- 
able expense*, which with day labourers is 
very frequently the caSe^. 



* lu the Seminary in Orchard Street, Westminster, the 
children of soldiers, and all orphan pupils, are taught gratis. 
The children of persons not coming under the above de*? 
scriptioti, pay as follows:— 

If one child. Is. per calendar month on advance. 
If two children of the same family Is. lOd. Idem. 
If three children, 2s. 6di Idea). 

If four children, 3s, Idem, 
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Having said thus much in elucidation of 
the first principles of the design, it becomes 
necessary to give as short and comprehensive 
a view of the detail, as it applies to the pro- 
gress of the education of the pupils, as the 
limits of this work will admit. 

The plan of the boys' school admits of a 
division into eight different classes, although 
circumstances may render it necessary some- 
times to abridge, and at other times to ex- 
tend that number. 

The First Class is confined solely to the al- 

phabet. A, B, C, &c. each 
pupil having a tutor farther 
advanced to instruct him, and 
facilitate his progress in learn- 
ing the letters, A knowledge 
of which, by the assistance of 
the slate, and by marking the 
letters, is very soon acquired, 
witli the aid of a superintend- 
ing monitor, who ought to 
have the letters of the alpha- 
bet, on pasteboard, suspend- 
ed from bis neck. 
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The Second Class is limited to pupils exercised 

in words of two letters, with 
the same assistance, each 
marking the letters on the 
slate, and then giving the 
sound. 

The Third Class. Idem of three letters. 
The Fourth Class. Idem of four letters. 

The Fifth Class. Idem of five or more letters. 

The Sixth Class reads, in rotation, the Psalter, 

New Testament, and other 
appropriate books- of instruc- 
tion, aided by tutors and a 
superintending monitor. 

The Seventh Class reads the Old Testament, and 

other books of instruction suit- 
able to their progress, with 
the same assistance. 

The Eighth Class^ which comprises the best 

readers, are exercised under 
a fit monitor, in reading, in 
rotation,portions of Scripture^ 
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also well-selected books, suited 
to their progress and to their 
future pursuits in life, with a 
view to fix in their minds, 
strong incitements to religion 
and virtue; to truths honesty y 
peaceable demeanour in society y 
industry y sobriety ^ subordina* 
Hon and loyalty^. 



SPELLING, 

The first rudiments of spelling, in order 
to save books, are acquired by printing the 
words, which are introduced into the com- 
mon spelling books, beginning from words of 
the lowest to the highest syllables, in a large 
type, on one side of a sheet of paper, and 
then pasting each on pasteboard, by which 
one of such cards will suffice for twenty boys 
properly placed or disposed in the school, so 

* ■ 

* In reading, the pupils read line^, or sentences, and 
sometimes paragraphs, in rotation, in a slow and delibe- 
rate manner, the previous instruction in progressive spelling, 
prepares them ibr thus reading one after another in the 
same book, by which much expense is save J, and the 
destruction of a number of books preventeJ, by thumbing 
and otherwise. 
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that the whole may inspect it. And by 
changing from class to class, will answer the 
purpose of 500 books, and will last much 
longer. It has been calculated that, at least, 
150 pupils may repeat their respective lessons 
from one of these cards, in the space of about 
an hour, or less. 

When the pupils are a little advanced, an 
extempore mode of spelling may be resorted 
to with considerable advantage. With a 
view to this exercise, the monitor points out 
the columns of spelling, which form the 
lesson for the day. One of the pupils is 
required by him to read, distinctly, six or 
more words by syllables, repeating each 
syllable in every word. If he commits a 
mistake, recourse is had to the next pupil in 
rotation, and so on until a pupil is found who 
will rectify it, and he of course takes place 
of those who preceded him. If the whole 
class shall happen to commit the same or a 
similar mistake, then such mistake is disclosed 
by the monitor to the pupils, but not other- 
wise. According to this rulfe, each pupil is 
made to teach himself, and it is the principal 
duty of the monitor in this, as in most c^ses, 
to see that they teach one. another* 

5 ' 
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When the pupils have thus read over the 
words which compose the lesson of the day, 
the monitor's duty then is to take up the card, 
and require each of the class to spell such 
words as he repeats to them. And emulation 
is kept up by giving the correct spellers a 
place over those that are faulty. To facilitate 
this species of instruction, the pupils ge- 
nerally spell in rotation, and one great ap- 
vantage attending it is, that it forms an ex-. 
cellent auxiliary to the method of spelling 
on the slate, which is hereafter explained. 
But in this, as in every thing else, much de- 
pends on the attention of the monitor, and 
the superintendance of the master, as by the 
least omission in performing any part of this 
duty, the pupils are deranged, and their minds 
are diverted from the object immediately in 
view. 

It becomes, therefore, the bounden duty 
of the master or mistress in this, as in all 
other cases, to see that the monitors are pro- 
perly instructed, and perform the various 
duties assigned them correctly ; and these 
duties being visible, the check should be im- 
mediately applied, since without good and 
well- trained monitors, according to this sys- 
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tern, it can never be made so effectual, as 
the general scheme admits, in rendering the 
progress of the pupils useful to themselves, 
and to the community at large. 

After the pupils are sufficiently advanced in 
spelling, with a tolerable degree of correctness, 
they may be formed into occasional classes: 
with a view to prove their proficiency, each 
having his slate and pencil in readiness, the 
monitor of the class pronounces aloud the 
word to be written by the whole class, and 
produced immediately to the monitor; or 
several words are written one after another^ 
and then the whole is examined by the moni- 
tor, and occasionally by the master, who 
corrects the false spelling, and explains^ 
familiarly, the principle to be adopted in 
true spelling. In this exercise one s[)elling- 
book, or card containing the words held in 
, the monitor's hand, is all that is necessary, 
and the progress is found to be much more 
rapid, than if the expense of a spelling book 
for each were incurred, while the attention 
is more fixed, and all sluggishness prevented, 
by the emulation which is thus excited be- 
tween one pupil and another. 
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In addition to these different modes, every 
class, at the end of each lesson in reading, may 
be required, in rotation, to spell (off book) 
every word with which they are not supposed 
to be familiar, but not by the mode of dividing 
the syllables, which becomes a waste of time 
when the pupils are further advanced, and a 
protraction of habits, which are only appli- 
cable to j^oung beginners, and ultimately not 
well calculated to obtain a perfect knowledge 
of orthography. 



WRITING. 

It has already been observed, that accord- 
ing to this new mode of education, writing 
and reading go hand in hand, and assist each 
other in the progress of the pupils, who first 
begin to mark the letters of the alphabet on 
slates, and next to join them, and afterwards 
to make numerical figures, preparatory to 
their learning a little of arithmetic. The 
practice thus acquired by writing every day 
upon the slate, produces a 'proficiency, in a 
short time, which is truly astonishing: and 
this species of education is obtained with- 
out the expense of paper, pens, or ink, by 
which the saving is in the proportion of about 

c 






^800 a year, for 500 pupils, while in addi- 
tion to this advantage, in point of economy, 
it is calculated that each scholar, within the 
year, has about five or six times the practice 
which the old expensive mode affords. But 
in the progress of thus learning to write well, 
attention is paid by the monitors, under the 
direction of the master, to the mode of hold- 
ing the slate pencil, and, afterwards, before 
the pupils ultimately leave the school, to the 
best method of holding and making pens, 
ruling paper, and of writing thereon with 
ease and advantage, inasmuch, as it differs, 
in some respects, from his previous instruction 
in writing on the slate. 

The great desideratum in this mode of 
education is to make the pupil do every thing 
for himself. No person, on any pretence, 
should be permitted to make a pen, rule a 
line, or do any thing whatever on the slate, 
or copy book, of any scholar. It is by such 
means only, that pupils cian be expected to 
make progress in their education. 

In the Free School, in Orchard Street, the. 
specimens of writing, which have been ex- 
hibited by the pupils upon their slates, in- 
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dicate a progress which is truly surprising ; 
and some of them have actually acquired a 
knowledge of reading and writing, sufficient 
for the walks of life they are destined to fill, 
in the course of a single year. 



ARITHMETIC. 

/ 

This branch of education is taught, also, up- 
on a new principle ; calculated, in an eminent 
degree, to facilitate the progress of the scholar; 
but, unless in cases where great talents are 
discovered, or with a view to educate moni- 
tors, for the purpose of becoming, afterwards, 
school-masters and teachers according to this 
new system, the object of the managers of 
this institution does not extend further than 
to teach the pupils the first four rules of 
arithmetic. The metliod adopted by Mr. 
Lancaster, at his Free School, in the Borough 
Ex)ad, Southwark, and explained in his book, 
entitled Improvements in Education^ published 
1805, from page 62 to 85, in that work, ap- 
pears well adapted to the object in view. 

The pupils are arranged into 12 classes, 
from the lowest to the highest. 
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The 1st Class is taught the combination of 

figures, which they write on- 
theii slates, as dictated by their 
monitor. 

2 Class Addition — which is written also 

on the slate, as dictated by the 
monitor. 

3 Class Compound Addition Idem 

4 Class Subtraction Idem 

5 Class Compound Subtraction Idem 
,6 Class Multiplication Idem 

7 Class Compound Multiplication Idem 

8 Class Division Idem 

9 Class Compound Division Idem 

10 Class Reduction Idem 

1 1 Class Rule of Three Idem ' 

12 Class Practice Idem 

According to this plan the classes of the 
school undergo a new and distinct arrange- 
ment applicable to this particular branch of 
education, and are distributed according to 
the progress they have made in arithmetic. 
At the precise time appointed for this branch, 
the school separate from their reading classes, 
and combine together in their proper order, 
and remain in distinct classes until their tasks 
are finished — ^and then they again reunite ac- 
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cording to the arrangements established for 
the reading classes ; by a due attention to the 
discipline of the school, upon which every 
thing depends, these changes are, or ought to 
be, effected without noise or trouble in the 
course of a fe\V minutes. Such pupils as 
have not begun to cipher remain during this 
arrangement under the care of the monitors 
for instruction in reading ; but in general, all 
pupils who can read and write text-hand in 
four letters, are introduced into the first class; 
and expferience has shown, that according to 
this method boys have been taught arithme- 
tic and writing in six or nine months, who 
never handled a slate pencil, or a pen, before. 

Every rule in arithmetic is considered as a 
study appointed for every separate class ac- 
cording to their progress, and they never ad- 
vance until they are perfect in the branch to 
which the attention of the pupils is directed. 
According to this method, whatever the num- 
ber of pupils may be, the trouble of tuition 
is not increased — every pupil in each class is 
told by the monitor what task he is to per- 
form^ — it is before him on his slate^ and it is 
his sole business to do it, over and over again, 
until he is perfect. 
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Having advanced a certain length, it be- 
copies the business of the pupils to do every 
thing without the instruction of the monitor. 
To each class is allotted a proper sura or ex- 
ercise according to the arithmetical rule which 
they are practising at the time.The sums appli- 
cable to each class (which for convenience 
ought not to exceed 12) is written upon a 
board with chalk, or upon a card with ink, 
which is either suspended from the wall, or 
placed in such a position as to be seen by 
each respective class. The monitors who 
Superintend, have previously ascertained 
what the result of each problem or example 
ought to be, whether in Addition^ Subtraction^ 
Multiplication^ Division^ Reduction^ the Rule of 
ThreCj or Practice. After the task is complete 
in each class, the result is called out by each 
pupil, and those that are correct takfe preced- 
ence of the others. In cases where many 
mistakes occur, such pupils are required to re- 
turn to their primary mode of instruction un- 
til they are rendered more perfect. In both 
instances the great advantage is, that neither 
the teacher, or pupil can be a moment idle. 
In this case, as in all others, in the progress of 
this new system of education, the spirit of 
emulation is kept up two ways — first, by ob- 

4 
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taining precedence in the class ; second, by 
prize tickets, which, as has already been ob- 
served, entitle the meritorious pupil to an ho- 
norary reward from the periodical visitors of 
the school for quick progress in different 
branches of education. And thus may arith- 
metic be taught, as far as is necessary for the 
inferior classes of society, without the expense 
of books or paper. In this branch, as well 
as in others, it may be useful to the master 
and mistress to make themselves acquainted 
with the minute details and explanations giv- 
en in the work before mentioned, not only with 
respect to arithmetic alone, but also to spell- 
ing and reading*. 



RELIGIOUS AND MORAL INSTRUCTION. 

The great and primary object of this in- 
stitution is, that the pupils, both male and 

* In this general exposition of the system of education, 
a wider range is marked out than may be absolutely neces- 
sary to adopt for the Children of the Poor; and certainly 
beyond the views of th^ Author^ whose object extends no 
farther than to give that portion of instruction which shall 
strongly impress religious and moral duties on the minds of 
the vulgar. These details^ however, may prove useful in eco- 
nomising education in general with respect to classes of a 
rank somewhat superior. 
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female, should be strongly impressed with a 
just sense of religion and morality. With this 
view it is an indispensable rule in the Westmin- 
ster seminary, that devotional exercises ms^ric^ 
unison with the established churchy and in a man- 
ner suited to the capacity of the youth of 
both sexes, and to the vices which are likely 
to assail them, shall be performed in the 
school, when assembled and dismissed every 
day; and that those who have been taught, 
shall join in a short and appropriate hymn, or 
one or more verses of a psalm, suited to the 
purpose* 

It is also required of the master or mistress, 
when any irreligious, criminal, immoral, or 
improper act, such as picking and stealings un- 
lawfully pawning^ swearings ^yi^gj dissimulation^ 
cheating^ obscene eapressions^ rudeness, n dispo- 
sition to quarrel, cruelty to animals, absence from 
school without a just cause, disobedience to pa- 
rents or relations, or others under whose care 
they are placed, and all other offences of a bad 
tendency are discovered, that each offence 
shall be registered in the black book, and 
dealt with immediately according to the ex- 
tent of its turpitude or malignity, by a so- 
lemn appeal from the master or mistress to 
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the whole school, representing, in language 
suitable to the comprehension of the children, 
the shocking consequences which must result 
to the culprits from a repetition of the same 
offence, in all the different shapes which the 
nature of the case may require, and warning 
all the others to beware the like, and all other 
offences, contrary to the zmll of God, and to 
the laws of the school^ which are hereafter de- 
tailed, bringing to their recollection, at the 
same time, what they are taught in the 
church catechisniy the scriptures^ and other 
good books, and how necessary it is for their 
own happiness and comfort, when they grow 
up, that they should be good men and good 
womeny and that the pains now bestowed to 
give them proper instruction is for their be- 
nefit alone, not only in this world, but in that 
which is to come. In short, every instance 
of ill behaviour which occurs, is to be seized 
upon by the master and mistress, for the 
purpose of offering good and wholesome ad- 
monition to the children. As the impression 
it will make upon their minds, when rendered 
applicable to particular acts of irreligious, 
criminal, or immoral conduct, will be strongly 
'felt, and will operate more powerfnlly on 
their present and future conduct in life, than 
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any thing that can be taught in the way of 
lessons. 



SUNDAY EXERCISES. 



. It is indispensably necessary tliat both 
the pupils and monitors shotild attend the 
school every Sunday, both in the morning 
and evening, not only to join in devotional 
exercises, according to the forms prescribed 
by the established church, but also according 
to a form adapted more particularly to the 
understandings of the younger pupils ; where 
responses, so necessary to fix the attention, 
are likewise introduced. A portion of this day 
is also to be employed according to the most 
approved and facile method, in perfecting 
each pupil in the church catechism, and in 
a moderate knowledge of psalmody. And 
no excuse must be admitted on the part of 
any pupil, male or female, unless it can be 
clearly ascertained, that they accompany 
their parents to some place of public worship, 
and that they have oompletely learned their 
catechism. 

When the school is thus convened, it will 
be the duty of the master and mistress, either 
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extempore, or by reading from proper books, 
to descant on the benefits which will result 
to the children from following up the excellent 
precepts contained in the church cate- 
chism. 

It is proposed, after the system is sufficient- 
ly perfect, and the major part of the children 
are further advanced in religious knowledge, 
that they shall accompany the master and mis- 
tre^ twice a day on Sunday to the established 
church, and afterwards spend an hour in the 
school, for the purpose of instruction in re- 
ligion, and of hearing the observations of the 
master and mistress on the nature and mean- 
ing of the service prescribed for the day, and 
on the sermons which were preached. 



THE LAWS OF THE SCHOOL. 

After prayers, every Saturday morning, 
it will be the duty of the master or mistress, 
either to read themselves, or cause to be read, 
with an audible voice, the following laws 
and regulations of the school. 

1. All scholars shall appear at the school 
punctually at nine in the morning, 



44 



clean washed and combed, with their 
hair cut short, and head clean. They 
shall remain in school until twelve. — 
They are again to return punctually at 
two o'clock, and remain until five, ex- 
cepting on Wednesdays and Saturdays, 
which are half-holidays, and on these 

days they are to remain in school until 
one, and not to return in the afternoon. 

2. All scholars shall in like manner attend 
on Sunday, from ten till twelve in the 
morning, and from two till four in the 
afternoon, with clean shirts, washed and 
combed, and in their best clothes, un- 
less their parents or friends will posi- 
tively engage to take them to some 
place of public worship, twice on that 
day. 

3. All scholars, during the whole of the 
school hours, shall attend diligently to 
the lessons, and shall be attentive to the 
master, the monitors, and the tutors who 
are set over them, always recollecting 
that they have been sent to school to 
learn what is good and useful to them- 
selves, and with a view to their happi- 
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ness and prosperity in this life and 
that which is to come, after they die. 

4. Every scholar shall preserve the utmost 
silence and quietness during school 
hours. 

5. Every scholar who is absent from school, 
without the leave of the master, will 
lose the benefit thereof, and be excluded 
and turned out with disgrace, and never 
admitted again ; unless the absence has 
been occasioned by sickness, or somq 
other reasonable cause, to be stated by 
the parents. 

6. All scholars receiving the benefits of 
this school must not only behave well 
when they are in it, but they must also 
be orderly and discreet when they are 
out of doors. They are not to offend 
the Great God their Maker, by cuning 
and swearingj because they may hear 
grown persons commit this great sin. 
They are not to cheat, to tell lieSj to 
quarrel or abuse one another, or call one 
another bad names* They are not to 
use acts of cruelty ^ even ta the smallest 
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ammal. — ^They are not to learn, or sing, 
bad songSy and,, above all, they are not to 
associate and play^ or to keep company^ 
with wicked or had children^ whether hoys 
or girb, who make use of had words^ who 
are guilty of picking and stealings swear-- 
ingj telling lies, cheating^ playing at had 
games for money y drinking in ale houses ^ 
and keeping company with bad women : 
as all these acts of great wickedness are 
known to be evil comfnunications which 

it 

corrupt good manners^ and are a sure 
road to the gallows, or to some severe 
and disgraceful punishment. Beware 

■ 

therefore of running about the streets, 
and forming an acquaintance with idle, 
disorderly, and bad children, out of 
school hours, particularly on the Lord's 
Day; stay at home on that holy day, 
read your books, and endeavour to give 
pleasure to your parents and friends, by 
showing the progress you have made in 
your learning — and in every thing that 
is good and praiseworthy, which you 
have been taught at the school. 

7. As prizes will be given to every scholar, 
by the gentlemen and ladies who exa*- 
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mine the school, according to the num- 
ber of tickets which you may receive 
from the master for good behaviour in 
and out of school — attention to your duties 
when in school^ and advancement in learns 
ing: straggle therefore to outdo each 
other, that you may have many prizes ; 
always considering that the good scho- 
lar, who runs fastest in pursuit of learn- 
ing, always gets the * best of all prizes, 
because nothing is so good as learning 
to young persons, suck as they obtain 
at this school; because it tends to make 
them goodj happy^ and comfortable all 
their lives. 

8. It is expected that all the scholars ad- 
mitted into this school, shall, before go- 
ing to bed in the evening, first recollect 
all the faults they have committed dur- 
ing the day; and afterwards, that they 
will say their prayers according to the 
form which has been delivered to them, 
and also a morning prayer, immediately 
after they get up out of bed, which will 

, be found printed in the same paper, 
both which they must get by heart, as 
soon as possible^— and repeat the same 
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in the school every Sunday, that the 
master may know they have learnt their 
prayers. 

9. The great duty of all children, and it is 
a duty particularly expected of those 
who are admitted into this school, is, 
that they shall attend to the Divine 
precept, Fear God, and honour the King^ 
and all in authority under him — that they 
are dutiful and obedient to their parents 
and friends who have the charge of 
them, and thankful to them for sending 
them to school. — ^That they abstain 
from all vice and wickedness, and do 
honour to the^ school in which they are 
taught, by showing a good example to 
all other children who have not the 
same benefits. 

10. All offences against these good laws 
will be marked down in the black book, 
and submitted to the inspection of the 
visitors, that they may be able to distin- 
guish the good from the bad scholars, 
and wherever a fault is committed by 
any one, so as to be placed in the black 
book, all the tickets before rec^ved with 
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a y lew to a ptize will be for ever for- 
feited; BXkd no prize will be given by the 
visitors, wher6 the black bock records 
any fault. Takfe csare, therefore, that none 
of your liameii get upon the bla€k book, 

ADDITIONAL SYSTEM Ot EDUCATION, AP- 
PLICABlE TO THE gIrLS* SCHOOL. 

The general rules laid down as they relate 
; to education^ and to rdigious and moral in- 
[ structiob, apply in most instances to both 
f' schools; but there are other regulations pe- 
culiarly applicable to the girls' school which 
it is necessary to explain. Since, in addition 
to the different branches of education which 
have been already mentioned, which however 
g admit of some variations more immediately ap- 
plicable to females, it has been a desideratum 
to employ a certain portion of their time in wee- 
^g I dk workf and other suitable female employments^ 
^ calculated to enable them to gain their living 
j^ I as menial servants, or in some other reputable 
and useful employment. With this view, it is 
considered as the duty of the mistress, through 
)y the medium of tutors and monitors, as. far as 
such a system can be rendered applicable' 
to jfemales — ^tO/ teach them to sew^ to make and 
mend their own clothes^ to mark, and to knit stock" 

p 
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ings. Straw pht may l>e also introduced, that 
they may possess as many resources as possible 
for gaining a livelihood in an honest; tyay ; but 
the great object is, to fitthem for dojni^estic si- 
tuations, and to make tHem good seiiyants*, 
by fortifying their minds against those vices 
to which they are niore particularly exposed 
'^ — to guard them against sedvictipn, and to 
impress upon their minds the utmost horror 
of a state of female prostitution; to warn 
them against associating with bad' women «of 
this description, by frpquent admonitions, de- 
picting in strong colours the miseries, the 
distresses, and the crimes to whiph such bad 
examples will lead. — To show them, that a 
love of idleness^ ^xxeiy ^ and dress, an impatience 
under restraint in servitude, an indisposition to 
do their duty as good servants, an instability 
of temper, which will not permit tliem to lis- 
ten to just and proper reproof, or admonition 
from masters or mistresses, when the duty 
they are bound to perform is neglected, 
sends many young women, who thoughtlessly 

* With this view they will be etnployed iti washing the 
school house and stairs, and other domestic employmedts, 
suited to their strength, as far as the system will permit; 
and small premiums will be given to icxcite emulation in 
these employments. They have been, and will be, employed 
also in making shifts, frocks and petticoats of different sizes, 
from materials furnished by the managers at the ready 
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gave tip good places, into the sti'eets, and en- 
tail upon them misery atid wretchedness as 
long as they live.— To assure thein that the 
moment they forget the good precepts learnt; 
at school, and cease to be prudent^ indmfrious^ 
carefulj and discreet^ that tljeir ruin and mi- 
sery become certain. 

Admonitions extending to these specific 
points ate pf the greatest importance in the 
metropolis and most large towns, where the 
vices of their own sex are in a manner ren- 
dered familiar from early years by too fre- 
quent intercourse with women of depraved 
manners in many instances unavoidable (it is 
to be feared) in vulgar life> where numbers 
of every description herd together in misera- 
ble lodgings, by which vice, and profligacy, is 
too often rendered familiar to young female 
minds, before they have^ been able to make 
the distinction between good and bad mo- 
rals; and hence it is, that so many females 
become miserable and abandoned prostitutes, 
evien before they arrive at an adult age. 

money wholesale pricesj and> when made up, the parents are^ 
and wilibe^ invited to purchase the garments made by their 
own children^ at the first cost only of flie materials, and an 
attempt is thus made of ultimately clothing all the girls in 
che£(p decent dresses made by themselves, all of the same 
pattern. 
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Copy of a Printed Address J on a paper apart ^ deli- 
vered to each of the Parents of Children admitted 
into the Free School, in Orchard Street, fVest^ 
minster, as a farther means of promoting regu* 
larity and good discipline^ and presented to the 
Author by a benevolent Subscriber. 

The visitors who superintend the school are 
anxious to train up the children educated 
there in habits of diligence and good order, 
cleanliness and neatness ; in principles of mo- 
rality and religion, and in obedience to their 
parents; that they may be prepared to fulfil 
the duties of the stations in which they may 
be hereafter placed. In this good design 
you are earnestly invited to act in concert 
with them; for it will be in vain to give in- 
struction at school, if it is not seconded by 
the endeavours of Parents ^t home. 

You are entreated, then, to be very careful 
that your children attend the school punctu- 
ally at the appointed hour, not suffering 
them to trifle till it is late, or to loiter by the 
way. Let them be always clean washed and 
combed, that they may learn to be ashamed 
of pot being neat and cleanly. Do not per- 
mit them to bo absent from school, except 
upon occasions of absolute necessity, for those 
who are frequently absent can never make 
much progress. You are earnestly requested 
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also not to allow them to run about the streets 
out of school hours, or to form acquaintance 
with idle and disorderly children : and parti- 
cularly on the Sunday, out of the hours of 
attendance at school and at church, keep 
them at home, under your own eye, and see 
that they are properly employed. 

A little reflection will convince you of th^ 
absolute necessity of fully submitting to all 
the regulations of the school, and of support- 
ing its discipline, without which it cka be of 
no service. Do not, therefore, listen to the 
partial representations made by children who 
have been reproved for doing wrong, and par- 
ticularly abstain from making use of warm or 
hasty expressions, in their presence, against 
the master, mistress, or visitors; and if you 
think you have any just ground of complaint, 
make it in private to the visitors, who will 
candidly listen to it Above all, attend to 
the disposition of your children, and carefully 
check, at their very first appearance, any 
symptoms of passion, sullenness, malice, de- 
ceitfulness, or pride. Reason with them af- 
fectionately and calmly on the evil of such 
passions; teach them to act from a reverence 
to God,' and a regard to His authority. Be 
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careful that they say their prayers night and 
morning : accustom thepi to spend a few iiii-r 

* nutes pvery night before their prayers, in re-f 
collecting their faults, and be frequently re^ 

^ minding them how necessary thp favour, and 
blessing, of God is to their welfare and h^pT 
piness in this world, 4nd that which is to 
come. It is by good principles that a good 
cqnduct will be promoted, and these princi- 
ples will be implanted rather by continual 
watchfulness and affectionate remonstrances, 
than by angry expressions and severe correc-: 
tion, 

• By such a system of constant attention at 
home and at school, it is hoped that your chjlr 
dren, undpr the Divine Blessing, may grow up 
to be happy in themselves, dutiful to you, 
and useful to society ; and in due tinie be pre- 
pared for a better world above, when this 
short and sinful life is ended. 






Rules to be strictly enforced by Parents after 
the Admission of a Child into the School, 

1. The parents are requested to send their 

children punctually at the appointee^ 

« 
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time, as strict attfentiou will be paid to 
their coming exactly to the moment. 

2. Every child sent to the school is ex-, 
pected to be clean washed and combed, 
the hair to be cut short, and the head 
very clean, without ear-rings or finery of 
any sort 

S. No child can be permitted to stay in 
the school j who does not attend regujarly* 

4. No child is to stay at home without 
leave from the visitors, except in case of 
illness, of which notice must be sent to 
the school, to distinguish whether the 
absence is occasioned by the fault of 
the child or not, 

5. The parents are expected to submit per-? 
fectly to the regulations of the gqhool, 
and to be ^willing that their children 
bear the correction that is considered as 
necessary to support the discipline of 
the schopj, 

(5. No complaints can be suffered to be 

made to the master or mistress in the 

* 

pchooK. If the" parents have any tQ 
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make, they must make it to the visitors, 
add it will be candidly attended to. 

7. It is earnestly, desired, that parentsi will 
take all possible care that their chil- 
dren's conduct b^ decent and orderly in 
the streets ; and that they will not suffer 
them to be running about in the even- 
ing, after it is dark, or to be playing 
about on the Sunday. 

8. The parents having female children are 
permitted to send their own, or their 
childi^en's clothes, to be mended at the 
school on Mondays, but they must take 
care that they shall be brought perfectly 
clean. 

9. The children are to attend at school 
from ten til] twelve in the morning, and 
from two till four in the afternoon on 
Sundays, until their progress shall ren- 
der it expedient for them to go to 
church* 

On other days the school hours are from 
nine in the morning till twelve, and from two 
till five in the afternoon, excepting Wednes- 
days and Saturdays, which are half-holidays, 
when the morning school lasts till one. 
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Information^ Admpnition^ and Advice^ to the 
Parents and others having the Charge of the 
Male and Female Children admitted into the 
Free School^ in Orchard Street^ St. Margaret' s 
Parish^ JVestminster. 

This school has been established upon a 
new and extensive plan, for the purpose of 
giving good instruction to a great number of 
those poor children residing in the city of 
Westminster and parts adjacent, who, ge- 
nerally speaking, would not have any edu- 
cation at all, were it not for such an esta- 
blishment. 

That no obstacle may stand in the way of 
attaining the great benefits which this new 
institution affords, it has been determined by 
the managers that all orphans^ and the children 
of soldiers^ marines, and seamen in His Ma- 

» 

jesty's service, shall be educated free of every 
. expense, while all others will be required to 
pay only the very small sum of one shilling 
every month*; which is so moderate, that no 

* Where there are two children of one family^ it is only 
1 Id. each ; if three^ the school wages is only \0d. a month 
for each. 
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parent can have any reasonable excuse, on 
the score of expense, for withholding from his 
children the great benefits which they will de* 
rive from this institution ; which becomes the 
more necessary, as experience shows that thou- 
sands in these parishes have been ruined, and 
have become wicked and profligate for want 
of religious and jnorjil instruction in their 
early years, ? . 



s. 



Many of the parents whose children are 
admitted at present, or may hereafter parti- 
cipate in the benefits resulting from this good 
Institution, have, no doubt, often lamented 
that in early life they were themselves de- 
prived of the advantages of a moral and 
religious education ; and therefore, if they 
reflect at all, they must^ rejoice in the fa- 
vourable opportunity which now offers of 
conferring upon their innocent off'spring that 
good instruction which will preserve them in 
innocence,-^will prove a safeguard against 
the vices and wickedness which has ruined 
so many young persons who had not the 
same advantages, by which parents have 
experienced great affliction, instead of de- 
riving comfort and assistance froxji their 
children after they have become men and^ 
women. 
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All these calamities (and they are almost 
without number) are to be attributed to the* 
want of religious and moral instruction in 
early life, and to the bad example^of parents 
themselves, who having been deprived of 
good instruction in early life, are unable or 
unwilling to see the, benefits it will confer 
on their children; and hence they be- 
come disobedient, undutiful, idle, and pro- 
^ig4te. 

Let every parent reflect, that he or she is 
accountable to the Almighty Creator of all 
things for his or her conduct towards their 
children — that evil . example, such as pro^ 
fane swearing, coarse and rude expressions, 
drunkenness, immoral songs, quarrels and 
domestic broils, violent passions, indecent 
discourse, idleness, and lounging in alehouses^ 
are all high offences against the sacred laws 
of the Supreme Being, and greatly aggra- 
vated, when they are exhibited to the view 
and hearing of infants, who are but loo apt 
to imbibe bad impressions, when the evil 
exaniple comes from their parents, and which 
never fails to bring ruin and destruction upon 
the wjiole family. 
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It is therefore expected that parents and 
others who have childi'en under their care, 
for whom the bene6t of this school is in- 
tended^ will see the necessity of showing a 
good example to their children, without which 
it will be in vain to expect much advantage 
from those excellent lessons of religion and 
morality whiph will be given at this school, 
with a view to make them good men and vir- 
tuous women, when they grow up in life; 
because such bad examples at home will de- 
stroy all the good instructions the children 
receive, and will render it of no use ; and by 
that means defeat all the purposes of this 
good design for their benefit. 

It becomes on this account the bounden 
duty of all parents and others, having the 
charge of children, to amend their own lives 
Ijirhei'ever any thing is amiss, for their own- 
sakes and for the good of their children. — 
Since no father, mother, or relation, having 
children under their care, can possibly wish 
to see them become wicked and abandoned, 
inasmuch as such wickedness never fails to 
produce crimes, while crimes are generally 
followed by disgraceful punishments, and 
great affliction to parents and relatives. 
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Let all parents therefore avcHd associating 
or making their innocent infants acquainted 
with commoji prostitutes and abandoned and 
wicked company. — If they wish to be happy 
and comfortable, let them be sober, rirtfious, 
and industrious : let them spend the Sunday 
at some place of public worship, instead of 
debauching their minds in the alehouse, and 
wasting their earnings, which are allotted for 
the support of their families. Let the mother 
of the children do her best to induce the fa- 
ther to love his own home, and his own 
children, better than the alehouse :— let her 
always meet him with a smile. ' Let the 
house be clean, — the children clean : and let 
those comforts which are within the reach of 
every honest industrious man and woman be 
reserved for the family, which are too often 
improvidently wasted in the taproom, pro- 
ducing sickness, disease, and misery, merely 
because they have forgotten religion and 
virtue— or because they never had it pro- 
perly impressed on their minds. 

Let it never be said that a child shall, with 
justice, reproach its parents with a neglect of 
those duties, by which misery instead of 
comfort and happiness have been the re* 
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^ult. Baford^ at home the good m^trliC'^ 
tion the chUdren receive at sthool/tfand, 

above alU 

... f . 

Vst. See that all the exceHerit rules, which 
: are given in a printed paper apart, be 
attendied to, with respect to cleanH- 
ness, to punctual attendance at the 
school, obedience to the roaster or 
mistress, and to good behaviour in 
general., 

. 2d. See that the children, as soon as they 
get up in the morning, and before 
they He down in the evening, repeat 
the excellent prayers to their Al- 
mighty Creator, according to the form 
which has been given, or will be 
, given, to each pf them: and let pa- 
rents themselves learn, from these du*- 
ties required from the children, that 
they too have the same sacred duty 
to perform. 

. By following this good advice^ the school 
will become a great blessing both to the 
parents and the children, because it will not 
only add to their comfort in this world,, but 
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will insure their happiness in that to which 
every individual is daily, and, in many in- 
stances^ fast, approaching* 
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At a Meeting of the Committee of the Free 
School in Westminster, held at the Conh 
mittee Room^ on Mohdai/y the l6th of June^ 
1806. ' . 

RtSOLVED, 

That this Address, containing Information, 
Admonition, and Advice, to parents and 
others having the charge of children who are 
now, or may be hereafter, admitted into this 
school, be printed, and generally distributed 
among all concerned. 

P. CoLQUHOUN, Chairman. 
John Wilkinson, Treasurer and 

Secretary, 



t 
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CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS. 

From the general view thus given of the 
scheme of education which has been syste- 
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matized for the children of the podr in 
Westminster, it will be seeti that iii addition 
to the advantages which the pupils are ex-* 
pected to derive, an attempt is made, 
through the medium of this institution, to 
contribute to the reform of the parents. It 
is much to be lamented, that many of them 
are ignorant, and extremely ill educated, 
while not a few are, most unfortunately for 
their ofispring, immoral and profligate. The 
great object, therefore, is to steel the children** 
minds against the evil examples which are 
too frequently before them. 

t 
These details are also given with a view to in- 
duce respectable and philanthropic individu- 
als in the other parishes in the metropolis, and 
indeed all over Great Britain and Ireland, to 
adopt a similar cheap mode of educationy'with 
a view to embrace as great a portion qf the 
children of the poor as may fall within the 
compass of private benevolence, that, if pos- 
sible, the manners and morals of the rising 
generation may (at least to a certain extent) 
be improved, and their condition ameliorated 
by habits of sobriety, industry, and virtue. 
It is scarce possible to conceive a mode 
whereby a greater benefit can be confeired 
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en the state, or on the community at large.^ 
It embraces almost every object that is use^ 
ful and important in political economy. 

This exposition evinces hBw much could be 
done for a very inconsiderable sum of money ; 
since 1000 children may be nearly as well 
taught, according to this system, and at no 
greater expense, than the small number of 30 
or 40, who are clothed and fed at foundation 
charity schools, while both are upon a par in 
point of religious, moral, and aU other useful 
instmction^ when they , grow up to an adult 
state. 

Great errors are often committed, and 
much money wasted in benevolent designs, 
by taking only a limited, a partial, or an 
incorrect, vieW of the object to be attained. 
The important desideratum is, to compass 
the greatest possible good at the least possible 
expense. If ten shillings a year shall convey 
the same good and useful instruction to the 
children of the poor, under this new mode of 
education, as twenty pounds, according to. the 
ancient system of many of the parish charity 
schools, immense suma are wasted to little pur- 
pose, :siace forty children, in many instances. 
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might be educated at the expense of one.--^ 
Parents and relations are no doubt glad to 
be eased of the burden of feeding and cloth- 
ing then- children, and, in some instances, it 
may be right, where there are numerous fa- 
milies ; but it does not always happen that 
these are the successful candidates. Interest 
and connexion , frequently procure admis- 
sions where no such pressure exists. 

Of the 6000 parish charity children which 
are annually assembled at St. Paul's^ it may 
be fair to presume (as many of thism are not 
fed, though all are clothed) that in the 
teachers' salaries, school rents, stationery, 
books, and other expenses, according to the 
old mode of education, they cannot cost less 
on an average, including their clothing, 
than ^.10 a year, making an aggregate of 
sixty thousand pounds. ^Fhis sum would 
give nearly the same species of education to 
120,000 instead of 6000 children, upon the 
plan of the Westminster Free Schoorf 

Whoever looks accurately, and with the 
eye of a political economist,. at that portion 
of the population of the metropolis and its 
environs, which comprises the inferior ranks 
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of society, will be convinced that there are 
at all times about 100,000 children, from the 
age of from 6 to 12 years, requiring that sort 
of religious and moral education which is 
suited to their condition in life, and which 
is indispensably necessary to make them 
good and useful subjects of the state : and 
out of this number it may be fairly calculated 
that at least 50,000 children are reared, and 
rearing up, every year, in the grossest igno- 
xance and profligacy, and but for institutions 
of the nature of the one now described, could 
have no education at all. The situation of the 
female children under these circumstances is 
truly lamentable. 

That the morals of the inferior classes of 
society, particularly in the metropolis, are 
rapidly declining, is evident to every atten- 
tive observer ; and there is but too much 
reason to fear that this decline applies to the 
whole country. What, therefore, must be the 
situation of the rising generations, under an in- 
creased population, if they are reared up under 
the influence of the grossest ignorance, and of 
such evil ei^mples, without some counter- 
poise, some exertion, to check and to prevent 
the children from becoming still worse than 



68 



their parents ?— The prospect is deplorable. — 
If the morals of the inferior orders of society 
are not of the highest importance to the state 
and to the country, it is difficult to discover 
in the various ramifications of political eco^ 
nomy what is really important. 

The extraordinary events which, within 
a few years, have taken place on the con- 
tinent of Europe, — ^the important and alarm- 
ing changes which almost every month, nay, 
every week, produces, in their nature and 
consequences surpassing every thing which 
.the history of the world has heretofore re- 
corded, at least since civilization and the 
arts have been generally disseminated over 
Europe, exhibit to the calm and reflecting 
mind a state of things so truly awful, that 
too much cannot be attempted for the pur- 
pose of averting those dreadful calamities 
by which neighbouring nations have been 
visited. The strength and stamina of every 
country exists principally in the mass of the 
inferior orders of society ; but for the pur- 
pose of giving effect to this strength, upon 
which the existence and prosperity of the 
state in so great a degree depends, the 
morals of this useful class should be guarded 

1 
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with the utmost jealousy. Without possess- 
ing a strong sense of religion and virtue, 
it is in vain to hope for industry, subordi- 
nation, or loyalty. To be useful, the great 
body of the people must also be discreet, so- 
ber, and provident. Where it is otherwise^ 
they become the worst of all nuisances in so- 
ciety/ Nothing is more certain than that every 
immox^al act has a bad tendency, since im-' 
morality is the root of all political evil. 
An immoral man can never be a good ci- 
tizen. Yet, true it is, that we should have 
little reason to complain of the inferiof 
ranks of the community, if more attention 
were bestowed to form proper regulations for 
their support and improvement in society. 
If we suffer them to be ill educated, and 
then punish them for those very crimes to 
which their bad education and miserable 
condition exposed them, the result is, that 
by such an oversight we make delinquents, 
and then punish them. 

When we consider that the vices of the 
vulgar are often owing to their deficient 
education, it is the interest of the legisla- 
ture, and the higher orders of society, to 
bestow attention on the means of prevent- 



TO 

ing the effects, by removing, in early life, 
those causes which produce d epravity of 
manners and generate crimes. 

The only means of securing the peace 
of society is, by enforcing the ob&ervance 
of religious and moral principles. All im- 
moral acts have the same tendency, al* 
though some are not so immediate in their 
effect as others. 

The people are to the legislature what a 
child is to a parent, whose first care ought 
to be to form the morals of his offspring. 
But to effect this purpose, legislatures should 
frame the laws with a view to improve the 
morals of the people, and thereby not only to 
teach the parent in vulgar life the duty he is 
bound to perform towards his children, but 
to assist them in that duty. 

That kingdom is happiest where there is 
most virtue, says an elegant writer. It fol- 
lows of course that those laws are the best, 
which are most' calculated to promote mo- 
rality, since moral virtue is that quality 
which directs the human conduct inten^ 
tiQnally towards the public good, 
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The" most noble, and indeed thie primary 
ends of society, are to humanize the minds, 
soften the manners, and correct the morals 
of the individuals, which compose the com* 
munity. This great desideratum, however, 
can only be attained by a proper attention 
to the rising generation in vulgar life*. 
The object to be accomplished is of the 
most incalculable importance. Looking, 
however, to the nation at large, it appears 
to be too gigantic for the efforts of private 
benevolence. The ^\d of the legislature will 
be necessary to give full effect to the design. 
The foregoing details have shown it to be 
practicable (comparatively speaking) at a 
very moderate expense, which would be re- 
turned one hundred fold at least to the 
community at large in the n^ttional wealth 

* When it is considered that the price of almost all 
articles of the first necessity have nearly doubled within 
the last sixteen years, find that the wages of the bulk of 
the day labourers, in most parts, have not kept pace with 
the rapid and unexampled decrease in the value of money, 
jt is clear to demonstration that that usefal class of the 
community^ called the labouring people, can scarce under 
sugh circumstances, find the means, in many instances, 
of supplying even food and clothing for their children ; 
much less are they able to pay school wages, especially 
where the families are large. 
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acquired by an increased mass of productive 
labour, and a great diminution of the bur*- 
dens which are so rapidly increasing, since the 
records of Parliament show that upwards of 
one million of individuals, in England alone*, 

. * According to the Parliamentary returns, 
made in the year 1803^ it appears that the 
population of Great Britain and Ireland may 
he fairly estimated, at this time, at - - - - 15,000,000 

It has been calculated that the children, 
or infants, from six to thirteen years of age, 
requiring education, amount to about one ^ 

fourth part of the whole population, or - - 3,750,000 

From which falls to be deducted 
one third part, comprising the chil- 
dren of the higher ranks of so- 
ciety, and of parents who are in 
opulent or easy circumstances, in- 
cluding also the children of trades- 
men and others, whose situations 
in life enable them to allot a cer- 
tain portion of their income for 
education - ------ 1,250,000 

Deduct also one fifth part for 
the children educated at public 
schools, (particularly in Scotland,) 
and also in workhouses, and at 
charity schools in Great Britain 
and Ireland, including, in this cat 
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are either wholly or partially supported by the 
public at large ; a very considerable propor^ 

Brought over ^ • ^ - - 3,750>000 
Brought over - - 1,250,000 

culation, the presumed proportion 

of children, which virtuous parents 

in the lower ranks of life struggle 

to educate at their own expense - 750,000 

2,000,000 
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Remains . - • 1,750,000 

Which, it is much to be feared, grow up to an adult statCj 
and mix in the national population, without any education 
at all, and also without any useful impressions of religion 
or morality. In this point of view it ceases to be a matter 
of wonder that so many of the lower orders of the com- 
munity should be idle and dissolute, especially when it is 
considered that many who have even had the advantage 
of some education, from an inattention to proper religious 
and moral instruction, in ill regulated schools, also become 
victims to the prevailing vices in vulgar life, and, conse<* 
quently, become noxious instead of useful members of the 
body politic. 

In the present state of things it is not perhaps too much 
to say, that every thirty years (the period assigned for a 
new generation) at least seven millions of adults must, in 
case a remedy is not applied, . mingle in the general popu«f 
lation of the nation, without any fixed principles of rectir 
tude, and with very little knowledge either of religion oc 
morality. This elucidation, taken in connexion with th« 
great increase of population within the last thirty years, in 
part at least, accounts for the rapid and alarming decleur 
sion of the morals of the people, and calls aloud for a pe? 
culiar degree of attention to ,the education of the inferior 
classes of society in every part of the united kingdom. 
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tion of whom are reduced to the state of pau^ 
pers^ from profligacy of manners^ producing 

, If farther arguments are wanting to evince the policy^ the 
pecessity^ and humanity of extending the fostering care of 
the legislature to the youth of the labouring people of both 
$exes> and of instilling into their minds in early life, a hor- 
ror of vice and a proper sense of religious and moral virtue, 
tk^ aggregate state of the criminals of England and Wales, 
during the last year, as hereafter detailed, cannot fail to 
convince the greatest sceptic how much it is the interest 
Its well as the duty of every enlightened member of the bo* 
dy politic to forward by every possible means a general 
System of Education immediately applicable to the chil- 
dren of the poor. 

The criminal offenders committed to the several Gaols 
of England and Wales, for trial at the superiorjudicatories, 
in the year 1805; are detailed from authentic documents as 
follows ; 

Males Committed 3207 
Females Idem ' I338 



Total 4605 



CRIMES. 

Sedition 4 

Murder, in which is included a; 

Females, for the Murder of 

their In&nts 53 

Manslaughter 56 

Cutting and Maiming . . .91 

Shooting at 14 

Sodomy, Bestiality, and attempts 

*t 15 

Rape, and attempt at .... 38 

Forgery 36 

Mem of Bank Notes, and uttering, 

and having 28 

Coinini; 15 

yttcring Bad Money . . • . 108 

Carried over 38 s 



CRIMES. 



Felony and Piracy .... f 

Arson, or House Burning, &c. la 
Burglary, and House BreaJcing 136 

Highway Robbery . . , , ^3 

Horse Stealing , ^5 

Sheep Stealing . . . , ^. 71 

Stealing Cows and Pigs . 3$ 
Larceny, or Stealing from House 

and Person 3555 

Receiving Stolen Goods . . 137 

Fraud and Conspiracy ... 94 

Bigamy 33 

Returning from Transportation 1 5 . 



Brought over 



4217 

38S 

ToUl 4605 
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X* 



infirmities, often originating in a bad or im* 
moral education, or in consequence of never 



SBNTENCtS, &C. 

Death 350 

Transportation, 7 and 14 years 505 
Imprisonment, above l and ex- 
tending to 3 years . . .128 
Imprisonment, l year and under 1552 
Whippiof and Fines • • • 105 

3730 
Tried and Acquitted .... 1002 
Discharged, no Bill being found, 

and by Proclamation . • • 730 
Discharged, to serve in the Navy 

and Army • • . . • 53 



lExsccTto 03 



For Murder , 

Cutting and Maiming , . • • 
Shooting at . • • • . • 

Q.ape • • • 

Forgery , , . . . i ' ; 
Ditto, and uttering Bank Notes 
Coining • . • • , • • 
Arson ....•«•• 

Burglary 

Larceny in Houses • • • • 

Hone Stealing 

Sheep Stealing . • • • • 
Highway Robbeiy ; . • . ^ 






40O5 



Total 



10 
1 

1 

5 
9 

7 

3 

3 
f 

0« 



But, however shocking these details of human turpitiidi» 
may aj^ear, they fall far short of the mass of criminaKty 
vrhich afflicts the country, since in this exposition a small 
proportion only of the minor offences are inclnded, which ue 
generally cognizable by the Sessions and inferior courts of 
judicature. — In order to ascertain with precision the extent 
of the turpitude, the Calendars of the General and Quarter 
Sessions, and their Gaol Deliveries, and also the convictions, 
commitments, and discharges of Magistrates in the Metropo* 
lis, and other populous towns must be taken into the calcula«» 
tTon. When the general aggregate is contemplated, no* 
thing can exhibit a more shocking picture of hnman de- 

^ • Supposing the state of society with respect to criminal offences to lemain 
slationaiy'— in the coarse of every new generation compri^ng S3 years, SMO 
must be condemned to die» about 38,000 (including those sentenced by inicriiv 
magistrates at the Sessions) must be transported, and (when all-jSie judicato* 
ries are included) at least aoo,ooQ must suffer Imprisonment, in En^aod an4 
Wales lUoiie— «ccompt|ued in many iostances, by Fmes, Whippinii tad thf 
Plloiy, 
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having had the advantage of religious or mo* 
ral instruction in their earlj years* 

It appears from the Parliamentary returns, 
that in 1803, there were 194,914 of the chiU 
dren of paupers^ from 5 to 14 years of age, 
permanently relieved (besides those occasion- 
ally assisted, which are equally numerous) by 
the parishes in England and Wales; and that 
the whole number educated in schools of in- 
dustry were only 21,600, most of whom must 
be very imperfectly taught, when it is consi- 

pravity* But even this is not all^ since it is well known that 
of the number of at least minor criminal offences which 
are committed^ perhaps not one in a hundred^ of perhaps a 
much larger proportion (from the koity of the s^uiferers, 
and a dread of becoming prosecutors) ever come ufider the 
cognizance of magistrates^ although actually detected, 
while those wliere the offenders are never discovered 
at ali^' are infinitely more numerous.-^As an instance of 
this, there are at least ,3500 Receiving Houses, or Old 
Iron Shops, besides a multitude! of other receptacles for the 
»wooe purposes in the Metropolis alone, and yet only 137 
have been tried in the superior judicatories in all England 
find Wales, for receiving Stolen Goods: although perhaps 
ten thousand small articles unlawfully obtained are pur-^ 
chased in the course of a day. In fact, were it practica- 
ble to estimate with perfect accuracy the whole mass of 
^rpitude and acts of criminality committed in the course 
of ft single year^ the number of offences as well as the ex* 
tent of the mischief would excite the utmost astonishment, 
while irei^hibited a melancholy and alairming proof of- 
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dered how incompetent to the task the chief 
part are, who take upon them the duty of 
teaching the youth of th« poon When it is 
further considered also that out of a popula- 
tion of 8,872,980 men, women and children, 
permanently resident in England and Wales, 
no less than 1,0^,716 have been relieved in, 
and out of workhouses, at an actual annual 
expense, applicable to the poor alone^ of 
^£4,267,965 — ! the importance of giving a 
right bias to t^ie minds of the rising genera- 

the growing depravity of a considerable proportion chiefly 
of the inferior orders of society, who in many instances 
are entitled to commiseration and pity, because they have 
been left without instruction to follow the impulses, of un- 
ruly and ill directed passions, stimulated by bad examples, 
and unrestrained by the least sense of religion or moral 
virtue. 

Hence it follows that so many useful subjects are lost to 
the state by premature death on the scaffold, by transport- 
ation, at an enormous expense to the country, and by 
being rendered idle, useless, hardened and depraved, from 
the evil habits they contract in gaols. — Hence it is that so 
many females become prostitutes and thieves, and tha£ 
537,139 adults under 60 years of age, and free from bodily 
infirmity, were in 1803 chiefly supported in, and out of 
workhouses, at the expense of the Public, whose industry 
might have been rendered extremely productive to the na- 
tion, bad not their vices and dissolute manners, by generat- 
ing idleness and profligacy, thus rendered them nuisances 
instead of blessings to their country. 
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tion is an object of the very first importance, 
since it is but too evident that the great in- 
crease of criminal ofiences, as well as habits 
of idleness^ and the corruption of morals 
among the inferior classes of society, and the 
consequent heavy and increasing burden of 
supporting and assisting such an unexampled 
proportion of the population, besides the loss 
of their labour to the community, can be at- 
tributed only to a general inattention to the 
xeKgious education and moral habits of the 
children of the lower classes of the people. 
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No. 1. 



REGULATIONS 



For the gaural Government of the Free School, for the Edu* 
cation of the Childrefkofth^ Poor, in Orchard Street, West* 
minster. 



1. 

That the President, Vice-Presidents^ and all 
the Subscribers be invited to assemble on a day 
and hour to be fixed in the month of May in each 
year, for the purpose of receiving a Report of the 
state of the schools, the application of the funds, 
and all other itiatters connected with the esta- 
blishment, and of making such appointments, and 
giving such orders and directions to the Com- 
mittee of Managers, as to the general meeting 
shall seem fit and proper for the benefit of the 
institution. 
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That the Committee of Managers shall have 
the general direction of the establishment, sub- 
ject to such rules as shall be settled from time to 
time by the general meetings of the Subscribers, 
The Committee shall consist of not more than 
twenty members, who are authorized to fill up 
vacancies. The President and Vice-President 
shall, ejr officio^ be members of the Committee, 
who shall fix the salaries of the schoolmaster 
and schoolmistress, and regulate all expenses. 

3. 

The Treasurer shall receive all monies subscrib- 
ed and paid for the use of the institution; and 
shall pay all bills and demands for articles pur- 
chased, or repairs made, by order of the Commit- 
tee. He shall also pay the salaries of the master 
and mistress, and all other expenses : but no ac- 
counts shall be discharged until previously audit- 
ed, as herein after mentioned. 

Three Auditors shall be appointed by the Com- 
mittee of Managers (two a quorum) who are 
hereby authorized to audit all accounts and bills, 
and to signify their approbation by their respect- 
ive signatures, 'previous to their being paid by 
tlie Treasurer. 
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S. 

The Secretary shall keep an accurate register 
of all the minutes and resolutions of the General 
Meetings, and also of the Commi4;tee of Mana«- 
gers and Visitors, and shall record all the pro- 
ceedings relative to the affairs of the two semina- 
ries from year to year, and shall read over the 
same at the Annual General Meeting. 



6. 



That five members of the Committee (three a 
quorum) shall execute the office of Visitors of 
the school, to direct necessary repairs to be made 
when previously ordered by the Committee. It 
will be the duty of the Visitors so appointed to 
meet at the committee room in the school house, 
at least once in every month, for the purpose of 
authorizing the admission of children into the 
school, above the age of six years, and not more 
than twelve, excepting in cases where applica- 
tions are made in behalf of boys and girls above 
twelve years, and under sixteen, who have al- 
ready had some education, and will consent to 
be trained as monitors, or subordinate teachers ; 
but no child shall be admitted unless accom- 
panied by their parents, and not until previously 
examined, particularly to ascertain that there 
is no infectious disease, and also until the pa- 
rents shall pledge themselves in behalf of their 
children, that the different laws and regulations 
of the. school shall be strictly observed as far as 

F 
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depends on them to enforce the same. Every 
member of the committee may attend as Visitors 
if they shall think fit, and notice shall be given 
to the parents, or others who have applied to 
have their children admitted, to attend with 
them on the day and at the hour appointed by 
the Visitors, 

7. 

All children sent by Subscribers, in conse- 
quence of written recommendation, stating that 
they have examined into the circumstances of the 
parents and children, shall be admitted by the 
Visiting Committee, without any question, pro- 
vided their ages exceed six, and are not more than 
twelve years, and that they are free from infectious 
diseases — and in all cases where the recommen- 
dations of Subscribers are found sufficient to com* 
plete the complement of the school, the power of 
admission on the part of the Visitors shall cease 
until there are actual vacancies — ^and no recom- 
mendations equal td the number soliciting to be 
admitted at the time. 

8. 

The number of boys to be admitted shall in no 
case exceed 230, and the number of girls 170, 
making in the whole 400 children. The children 
of soldiers, marines, sailors in the King's service, 
and orphans who have no fathers^ and in poverty, 
shall be admitted gratis. The parents of all other 
ohildren shall pay in advance on their admbsion — 
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If one ChiU only is. Od* per calendar Mont^. 

If two Children in a family Is. lOd. dilto 

If three Children 2s. 6d. ditto 

If four Children 3s. Od. ditto 

The rules laid down for the master and mis- 
tress, with respect to the general economy and 
discipline of the two schools, shall be attended to 
with the greatest accuracy ; since any relaxation 
whereby a link of the chain may be broken will 
produce confusion in the whole system, and oc- 
casion infinite trouble and anxiety; whereas, by- 
supporting the machine in all its parts the task of 
superintetidance will become easy, and even de- 
lightful, to the teachers. 

10. 

The school shall be examined by the President, 
Vice-President, and Committee of Managers, 
with such Subscribers as choose to attend, once in 
every quarter, namely, on the 5th January^ 5th 
April, 5th July, and 5th October, in each year, 
when prizes and honorary rewards, or medals and 
pecuniary gratuities shall be distributed to the 
pupilSy tutors, and monitors, according to the 
number of certificates of merit which they may 
then produce, and to the specimens they may ex- 
hibit of their progress in the different branches of 
education taught in the schools. — Progress in re-. 



ligious and moral insdsructioni and uniform good 
behaviour, to prove always a great recommcnda* 
tion in the distribution of the prizes, with respect 
to extent and value. 

11, 

It will be competent for the President, Vice* 
Presidents, and the Committee of Managers, in 
their quarterly examinations of the school, to make 
such further improvements and regulations with 
respect to the general economy of the school as 
those examinations may periodically suggest, 
that the system, thuji assisted by practical obsef-^ 
vation and experience, may by degrees be ren- 
dered as perf<pct as possiblct 

IS, 

It will be considered as a duty incumbent on 
all who promote this most useful design, either as 
Managers or Subscribers to use their utmost en- 
deavours to give it notoriety, with a view to in- 
crease the funds of the institution, and thereby 
after a time to render it practicable by means of 
moderate apprentice fees, to procure good mas- 
ters and mistresses to receive the children as ap** 
prentices and servants when they arrivq at a pro- 
per age, and thereby to prevent the benefits 
which they have received by strong impressions 
of religious and moral virtue from being lost to 



themselves* and the community, by idle and vi- 
cious habits contracted before they can be placed 
out in the world. 
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No. 2- 



Thcfolhmr^ is a List of the Prcfiident, Vice-Presidents, 
and Managers of the InstittUian^for the Ediication of the 
Children of the Poor, in Orchard Street, Westmimter; 
who were appointed by a General Meeting of the Stib" 
scribers, held on the 9,3d of March, 1SC>4> and subsequent 
thereto. 

The Earl of Geosvenor — President. 

Vice-Presidents^ 

Right Hon. Lord Chief Baron M acdonald 
Rev. Doctor Vincent, Dean of Westminster 
Right Hon. George Rose, M. P. 
Right Hon. Nicholas Vansittart, M* P. 
William Wilbexforcci Esq. M. P. 
William Smith, Esq, M. P 
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Henry Cowpcr, Esq. (House of Lords) 
Rev. Doctor Fynes, Prebend of Westminster 
James Stephen^ Esq. Barrister at Law 
Major General Thornton 
Patrick Colquhoun, Esq. 
Matthew Martin^ Esq. 

Members of the Committee of Management^ and 

Visitors of the School. 

The President and Vice-Presidents, ej? ojicio 

Henry James Pye, Esq. 

James Hebden, Esq. 

Joseph Wilson, Esq. 

B. B. Acworth, Esq. 

Mr. Matthew Jenkinson 

Mr. John Maberly 

Mr. Edward Powell 

Mr. Richard Sutton 

Mr. Benjamin Lucas 

Mr. John Bassnet 

Mr, William Lucas 

Mr. Pitt Cobitt 

Mr. Caleb Lucas 

Mr. John HiU 

Mr. Henry Holland 

Mr. John Wilkinson 

Mr. William Mucklow. 

Mr. John Wilkiksok, Secretary, Dartmouth Street, Westmin* 
star, authorized to receive Subscriptions ; also, Messrs. Dtum* 
mbnds, Messrs. Biddulph, Ridge, and Co. Messrs. Raosom» 
Morland, and Co. and Messrs. Heiries, and Co. Bankers, 
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Many of the benevolent inhabitants of the City 
of Westminster, and parts adjacent, have already 
honoured this institution with their support, as 
well as some of the Right Rev. Bishops, and 
other most resspectable individuals who reside at 
a distance. The sums subscribed annually are 
optional, and have extended from One Guinea to 
Five, while some few donations have been made 
to aid the institution at its commencement, from 
cf.lO to .£.25. 

The object of the Managers is, to extend the 
schools, so as (if possible) to compass in a few 
years the education of from 1500 to 2000 chil- 
dren ; from a firm persuasion that infants equal 
to this large number, in this quarter of the me- 
tropolis, must otherwise grow up to maturity, 
without either religious or moral instruction. 
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No. 3. 



Form of Prayer for Sunday. To be used in the 
Free School, Orchard Street, IVestminster. 

[Prtsented to the Author, by a benerolent Subfcriber, aad approved \j the 

Managers.] 

MORNING PRAYERS. 

The Teacher shall begin with these sentences: 

Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer lit- 
tle children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not; for of such is the kingdom of God* 

Verily I say unto you, whosoever shall not re- 
ceive the kingdom of God as a little qhild, shall 
in no wise enter therein. Luke, ch, xviii. ven 
16, 17. 

PSALM. 

* 

!• Lord, who shall dwell in thy tabernacle: or 
who shall rest upon thy holy hill. 

2. Even he that leadeth an uncorrupt life : and 

doeth the thing that is right, and speaketh the 

truth from his heart. 

1 
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3* He that jhatii used no deceit in bis tongue, 
nor done evil to his neighbour: and hath not 
slandered his neighbour. 

4. He that setteth not by himself, but is lowly 
in his own eyes: and 'maketh much of them that 
fear the Lord. 

5. He that sweareth unto his neighbour and 
disappointeth him not: though it were unto his 
own hindrance. 

6. He that hath not given his money upon 
usury; nor taketh reward against the innocent. 

7- Whoso doeth these things : shall never fall 

They shall then kneel y and s^ay together audibly : 

Teacher. Lord have mercy upon us. 
Children. Christ have mercy upon us, 

CHILDREN'S MORNING PRAYER. 

O ALMIGHTY Lofd God ! we thy helpless chil- 
dren bow with the morning light to worship Thee 
the Father of all the families upon earth, whose 
mercy hath preserved us from the perils of night 
and darkness, and raised us to the light and life 
of another day, another Sabbath; Hallow, we 
pray thee, this Sabbath in our souls, and sanctify 
us to keep thy holy day. — Pour upon us thy 
own good Spirit, without which we can do no- 
thing;— -and grant us such a measure pf thy 
grace as shall enable us to learn thy, will, and 
glorify thy name.— Forgive us all our sins> 
through Jesus Christ, and make us truly sorrj^ 
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for them. — Purify our hearts from pride^ stub- 
bornness, and malice ; our lips from frowardness, 
lies, and taking thy holy name in vain. 

Behold, O our Father ! we come as sinners to 
our Saviour; blind, to him that hath light ; help<* 
less, to him that is mighty; poor, to him that is 
rich; We pray that as ** little children" we may 
indeed enter thy kingdom, and may that king- 
dom so come into our hearts, that we may do 
thy will on earth, and hallow thy name in hea«* 
. vcn. 

Bless, O Lord, our parents, teachers, and each 
other, — ^grant us this day the especial grace of at- 
tention, obedience, and instruction; and ever- 
more feed us with the bread of life, that from thy 
Sabbaths upon earth, we may at last enter into 
that of everlasting rest in heaven, through the 
merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

TEACHER'S PRAYER. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who during thy ministry 
on earth was pleased to manifest thy peculiar love 
for little children, regard, we beseech thee, with 
the same tender compassion those who are now 
before thfee. — Bless this thy 'Mittle flock." Sanc- 
tify them by thy good Spirit, and inspire them 
with a constant fear and reverence of thee their 
Creator, their Redeemer, and their Judge. Feed 

«nd nourish them in soul and body unto eternal 

4 
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life; accept their prayers, and hear us when, with 
one heart and voi^e, we say as thou hast taught 

us, 

> 

Our Father, which art in heaven. Hallowed 
he thy Name; thy kingdom come: thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespass- 
es, as we forgive them that trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation. But deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 



EVENING PRAYERS. 

Teacher. O Lord our Governor! how excel- 
lent is thy name in all the world ; thou that set- 
test thy glory above the Heavens : 

Children. Out of the mouths of babes and suck- 
lings hast thou ordained strength. — O Lord our 
Governor ; how excellent is thy name in all the 
world! PH. viii. yen 1. S. 
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CHILDREN'S EVENING PRAYER. 

O ETERNAL God! SearchcF of all hearts and Giv- 
er of all good, we lift up our infant hands 'again to 
thee in thanksgiving for thy mercies [Here pause 
to recollect the goodness of God this day.^ We 
bless thee for our health and strength, the privi- 
leges of thy holy worship, and opportunity of 
learning thy word and law. Pardon, O Heavenly 
Father, all our sins, and abuse of thy divine bene-* 
fits. Pardon our indolent spirits, cold hearts, 
and obstinate wills. Correct every angry thought, 
malicious purpose, or deceitful intention* That, 
in humble and teachable minds, as '^ babes in 
Christ," we may grow in his grace, and in favour 
with thee, 

* 

Bless all our parents, friends, and benefactors. 
Forgive all our enemies, and hear the prayers of 
all who are in trouble or affliction. Take us this 
night into thy providential care, and fit us for 
thy kingdom, we beseech thee, through the me- 
rits of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

TEACHER'S PRAYER. 

O Almighty God, the gracious Preserver of all 
who trust in thee, bless, we beseech thee, these 
thy little ones: protect and defend them thi& 
night with thy watchful, care, and fill them with 
thy heavenly benediction. Forgive their infir- 
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mities, correct their wrong dispositions^ and un- 
der all the temptations of the world, the flesh, 
and the devil, be thou, O God, their support and 
strength. And, O Lord, may both we who 
teach, and they who learn, ever remember that 
time when we shall lie down in the dust, and be 
prepared, whenever it shall be thy good pleasure 
to call us hence, for that great account, which 
all of us must render : That, whilst it is yet day, 
we may so incite each other to love and to good 
works on earth, that hereafter we may be num<- 
bered with thy good and faithful servants in hea« 
ven, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Re- 
deemer. Amen. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done inearth, as it is in heaven; Give us this 
day our daily bread : and forgive us our trespass* 
es, as we forgive them that trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, But deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

\ THE END. 



Sayage and Easingwood, Pruitas« 
Bedfonl Bui/* 



